Limb salvage for extremity sarcoma in Ramathibodi Hospital.
From May 1986 to July 1991, a retrospective review of 27 patients treated with limb salvage surgery for extremity sarcomas, was evaluated by our team. There were 12 males and 15 females with a mean age of 22.7 years (ranging from, 9 to 53 years). The mean of the follow-up period was 27.6 months. (ranging from 6 to 62 months). Twenty-four patients had bone sarcomas which included 20 osteosarcomas, 3 chondrosarcomas and one adamantinoma. The locations of bone sarcomas were the proximal tibia (6 cases), distal femur (5 cases), proximal humerus (4 cases), proximal fibula (3 cases), scapula (3 cases), proximal femur (1 case), tibial shaft (1 case) and pelvis (1 case). The remaining three patients had malignant fibrous histiocytomas located in scapular, tibialis anterior muscle, and knee regions. In total there were 1 stage IA, 2 stage Ib, 1 stage IIA and 23 stage IIB. Twenty-four cases had wide excisions; two had marginal excisions and one radical excision. There were 17 bone reconstructions consisting of 11 allografts and 6 autografts. At the most recent follow-up examination, 74 per cent of the patients are alive and the overall disease free survival was 63 per cent. Local recurrences occurred in 11 per cent. The major complication rate was 3 per cent and the minor complication rate was 33 per cent. With respect to a functional outcome, 84 per cent of the patients achieved excellent or good results.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)